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San Diego Section Meeting 
 

Thursday, December 17th 
 

Captain Thomas Farris 
Commander, USCG Sector San Diego 

 

Captain Farris served as the Group Operations Officer at the Coast Guard’s 
largest Group/Air Station in Port Angeles, Wash. responsible for the multi-
mission response, readiness and training of more than 400 personnel operating 
24 aviation and surface assets from the Canadian Border to the Washington – 
Oregon stateline.  He most recently served as the Coast Guard’s Chief of 
Aviation Safety.  In that capacity he was not only responsible for his the Coast 
Guard Aviation Safety program but was one of only three senior aviators 
exercising program level oversight over the design, development, 
implementation and delivery of all Coast Guard aviation programs. Farris is 
currently the Coast Guard Captain of the Port of San Diego and is designated as 
the Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, Federal On Scene Coordinator for 
spill response and the operational commander at Sector San Diego.  

An accomplished aviator, Farris won the U.S. Army's European Helicopter 
Championship in 1983.  He has 18 shipboard deployments to his credit and extensive airborne law enforcement 
experience in the North Atlantic and Caribbean theatres. Farris is a 28 year veteran of Army and Coast Guard 
service with nearly 6800 hours of flight time in six different aircraft. As the Facility Engineer at Coast Guard 
Air Station Brooklyn, Farris directly supervised the official closing of that 60+ acre historic air station, 
overseeing the complete redistribution, disposal and transfer of millions of dollars of Coast Guard assets. 

He earned a Bachelor of Science in Liberal Studies from Excelsior College and an Associate of Science in Law 
Enforcement from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio.  During his 28 years of service, Farris has earned a 
Meritorious Service Medal with gold star, a Coast Guard Commendation Medal with two gold stars, an Army 
Commendation Medal with oak leaf, a Coast Guard Achievement Medal with gold star, an Army Achievement 
Medal and a Military Outstanding Volunteer. 

BUFFET 
 

Cost:      $10.00  Members and Guests 
$5.00 AIAA Students. 

Social:  5:30-6:00 
Presentation and Buffet:  6:00 

Location:  Wyle Training and Conference Center 
Reference attached map 

RSVP by 14 December to Cody Krzton-Presson           E-mail:  cody.kp@gmail.com 
Phone:  (858) 618-7421   (Please leave message with your phone number) 

Meeting is on the fourth floor.  Take the elevators in the lobby and  
all facilities are handicapped accessible.  Free parking. 



 

  

AIAA San Diego Section Dinner Meeting 
December 17th     5:30 pm 

 
1550 Hotel Circle North, Suite 425, San Diego, California  92108-2910 

(The meeting room is on the fourth floor; take the elevators in the lobby and all facilities are handicapped 
accessible.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


